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CHAR   administration seized the opportunity of defining

^^s their position  in  terms which   have since been

accepted as settling the question not merely for

Canada but for all the self-governing Dominions

of the Commonwealth.

' From expressions used by His Grace in refer-

*  ence to the sanction of the Provincial Customs Act,
6 it would appear that he had even entertained the

* suggestion of its disallowance; and though happily

*  Her Majesty has not been so advised, yet the

*  question having been thus raised, and the con-

*  sequences of such a step, if ever adopted, being of

*  the most serious character, it becomes the duty

*  of the Provincial Government distinctly to state

* what they consider to be the position and rights

* of the Canadian Legislature.

'Respect to the  Imperial  Government must
c always dictate the desire to satisfy them that the

* policy of this country is neither hastily nor un-
c wisely formed; and that due regard is had to the
' interests of the Mother Country as well as of the

*  Province.    But the Government of Canada acting
' for its Legislature and people cannot, through
' those feelings of deference which they owe to the
6 Imperial authorities, in any way waive or diminish
6 the right of the people of Canada to decide for
6 themselves both as to the mode and extent to
' which taxation shall be imposed.    The Provincial
' Ministry are at all times ready to afford explana-

* tions in regard to the acts of the Legislature to

*  which they are party; but subject to their duty
6 and allegiance to Her Majesty, their responsibility
' in all general questions of policy must be to the
( Provincial Parliament, by whose confidence they